FIRST OVER EVEREST
The simple Tibetans, however, who looked upon the skis of
some of the climbing party of 1921, quite made up their minds
that they were flying machines.
Jules Verne himself, in company with other dreamers, had
visions of weird aircraft, primitive helicopters and would-be
steerable balloons, flying over the summit of the world's highest
peak. These dreams were followed by other projects by more
practical airmen, but the overcoming of Everest from the air
remained merely an impracticable idea until I932-
Sir Alan Cobham in 1925 flew over the neighbouring
mountains, but the great peaks themselves were beyond the
capacity of his aircraft and engines. Again, two enterprising
French flyers and at least one German, made plans for such a
flight, but their dreams were not fulfilled. Later still, an Ameri-
can, Halliburton, in his "Flying Carpet" secured die much-
coveted permission to cross the frontier of Nepal in an aeroplane
and flew over the lower mountains to within sight of the
culminating peak, but again, his engine was inadequate for
actual surmounting.
Meanwhile came the work of the highly organised foot
expeditions of 1922 and 1924. The world knows of their gallant
conflict, their artistry and the racking endurance of their savage
tussles with storms and snow, and their unforgettable sacrifices
to the cause, but the tangible results which they handed down
are apt to be forgotten. Ever in the forefront of the battle were
the men of the Survey of India, with its great traditions in
their hands, to be passed on enhanced and bedecked with fresh
chaplets.
In 1921 the good name of that organisation rested with
Morshead and Wheeler, both, of the Royal Engineers, whom
Science will long remember for their gifts to her. The Survey
of India is accustomed to breaking records, and Morshead's
party must have broken many during their work of mapping
the northern, Le., the Tibetan slopes of the mountain, its
glaciers and off-shoots. Again thousands of square miles were
mapped and for the first time here photographic survey
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